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The Paul Bennewitz Affair 

In the late 1970s, electronics engineer Paul Bennewitz began detecting and meticulously 

documenting odd lights and radio signals near Kirtland Air Force Base, which was located just a 

few miles from his home and business, Thunder Scientific in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Believing a spate of cattle mutilations in the area were connected to the strange lights, Bennewitz 

shared his findings with Gabriel Valdez, a highway patrolman he had met at a cattle mutilation 

conference in 1980.1 Later that year, Valdez requested Bennewitz’ help in investigating a UFO 

and abduction report filed by a Myrna Hansen. Under the guidance of Bennewitz and 

psychologist Leo Sprinkle, Hansen underwent several hypnosis sessions in a tin-foil covered car 

in Bennewitz’ garage. In her first session, she recalled observing cows being abducted into 

spaceships. She also recalled being abducted by ETs who took her to an underground base (later 

identified as Dulce Base) filled with specimen jars containing bodily organs where she was 

implanted with a device used to control her thoughts—thoughts which caused her to ask where 

Roswell, New Mexico is located.2 

More information about the ETs’ nefarious plans for colonizing Earth was said to have 

been revealed in Hansen’s subsequent hypnosis sessions. Bennewitz believed the ETs’ sinister 

schemes were corroborated by communications he decoded using a computer supplied to him by 

the Air Force and by his observations of strange activity around Kirtland AFB, an area which 
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includes the military base itself, the Sandia National Laboratories, Phillips Labs, and the 

Manzano Nuclear Weapons Storage Facility.3 Concerned that these ETs posed a dire threat to 

national security, Bennewitz launched a letter-writing campaign and contacted Kirtland AFB, 

various government organizations, politicians (including then-President Ronald Reagan and New 

Mexico Senators Pete Domenici and Harrison Schmidt), and several independent UFO 

organizations to issue a warning. Surprisingly, Bennewitz was invited to present his observations 

to the officers at Kirtland AFB, and the Air Force seemed genuinely alarmed by his discoveries. 

Bennewitz was even provided with a $75,000 grant from the Air Force to support further 

investigations, and the Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI) generously gave 

permission for special agent Richard Doty to share what they claimed was classified government 

information about UFOs.4 Bennewitz’ round-the-clock investigations proved prodigious, and he 

outlined the machinations of the ETs’ operating from Dulce Base in a 1988 report titled “Project 

Beta.”5  

According to Bennewitz, ETs had violated an agreement with the US military giving 

them access to an Earth base and organisms for genetic experimentation in exchange for their 

advanced, off-world technology. Via a coup, the ETs allegedly took over an underground base 

located under Dulce and the Manzano Weapons Nuclear Weapons Storage Facility—and their 

next moves would involve taking over the entire planet.6 Thanks to the tabloids, Bennewitz’ 

claims spread rapidly, sparking further speculations about ETs’ ties to UFOs, abductions, mind-
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control implants, and cattle mutilations. With the encouragement of his Air Force contacts, 

including Richard Doty and author William Moore, Bennewitz tirelessly tried to rally defensive 

action against the ET invaders whose activities and communications he was diligently 

documenting. After battling against the ETs he believed had implanted a tracking device in his 

wife’s brain, manifested as orbs of light in his home, and entered through his bedroom wall every 

night to inject him with chemicals, Paul Bennewitz eventually suffered a mental breakdown in 

1988 that required hospitalization.7   

A bizarre plot twist soon followed. William Moore, author of The Roswell Incident 

(1980), confessed during a speech given at a 1989 MUFON symposium in Las Vegas that for 

many years he had been a disinformation agent and “controlled informant” in the service of the 

US government.8 His job? To infiltrate UFO organizations and to get chummy with influential 

journalists and politicians for the purpose of spreading narratives—the more ridiculous, the 

better—about UFOs. Why? To distract attention from top secret military projects that UFO 

investigators were stumbling upon and documenting.9  

Moore also claimed that the primary government agent feeding false information to 

Bennewitz was the AFOSI agent Sgt. Richard Doty.10 Doty confirmed this allegation and 

explained that Paul Bennewitz had unwittingly been filming classified Air Force experiments 
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with cutting-edge aerial platforms, which may have been early drone experiments. According to 

Doty, Bennewitz had also discovered a secret training camp in the Archuleta Mesa near Dulce, 

New Mexico.11 Rather than telling Bennewitz the truth and asking him to stop filming, in Doty’s 

version of the story, the Air Force decided to play the longer game to avert future security 

breaches by nosy investigators. Thus, Bennewitz became a medium through which the Air Force 

could spread an elaborate mythology about ETs that would camouflage their secret tech and 

discredit UFO sleuths. If Moore and Doty are to be believed, many myths about UFOs related to 

the Roswell crash, Dulce Base, cattle mutilations, secret government-ET pacts, alien abductions, 

and the Majestic 12 documents on the extraterrestrial origins of humanity began with the 

Bennewitz disinfo campaign and were crafted to protect sensitive defense information.12  
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